BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

rendered homage. Upon that rock they must stand firm.
Carefully they took some of the flame to their own countries,
where it burned brightly, tended by their descendants.'3

Rumi ceased. We could embellish the tale, having
read Marco Polo's account of his travels. Marco said
that on the return from'Bethlehem the three kings stayed
in Sava until they died, and that there they were buried,
Sava thus becoming known as the City of the Three Maji.

"Yezd," volunteered Rumi, "means Praiseworthy, or
Blessed, and later became the chief centre of Fire Worship.
Upon the Mount of the Mansion of Fire the flame was kept
alight for three thousand years.53

He told us that Iran had many traditions in the Zen-
davesta, a collection of sacred works of which the most
important and probably the oldest was the Vendidat,
which expounded the three main principles of Zoroas-
trianism; that agriculture and cattle were the only noble
callings; that creation was a war between good and evil;
and that the elements, air, water, fire, and earth, were not
made to be destroyed. Added to these was a vast ritual
and much sound common sense. Fasting was forbidden.
"Whoso eats not, has no power . . . it is by eating that
the universe lives, and it dies by not eating.93

One afternoon we drove to an almost perpendicular
drop of nearly a thousand feet; and tightened our belt,
breathing hard as we looked doubtfully upon a primitive
funicular railway, gradient about one in two. However,
our escort told us that our weight meant nothing to the
wire rope which would wind us up and down. We stepped
aboard a kind of pen, and descended between walls of red
rock like the bastions of an ancient fortress. Streams
coursed crystal clear down the snow-clad steeps. At last
we reached the bottom, and drove along the spine of the
valley past a group of Bakhtiari tribesmen squatting in a
circle by the roadside, gambling. They were clad in baggy
black trousers and open-throat shirts woven with tribal
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